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Hudson mayoral candidates debate environmental
issues facing the town
By John Jantak
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Hudson mayoral candidates Chloe Hutchison, Helen Kurgansky and Jamie Nicholls answer questions during a debate
about environmental issues facing the town that was attended by about 40 residents at the Hudson Community Centre
on October 27.
The three candidates running for mayor in Hudson – former councillors Chloe Hutchison and Helen Kurgansky and
incumbent mayor Jamie Nicholls – squared off in a debate dealing with the environmental challenges facing the town
during a question and answer meeting at the Hudson Community Centre on Wednesday evening, October 27.
The debate, hosted by Nature Hudson and moderated by Lorraine Caron, environmental committee president for SaintLazare, started with all three candidates presenting a brief overview of their background and experience regarding
environmental issues and how they would tackle the different challenges facing the town. Caron herself is
knowledgeable with all environmental issues, and understands the regional challenges municipalities face when it

comes to the environment. About 40 people attended the event in person and another 40 watched the debate live
online.
The preservation of Sandy Beach, the town’s dwindling tree canopy, recent flooding along the shoreline due to climate
change, and how to best balance the preservation of the town’s natural resources with the demands of development
were some of the topics debated.
Chloe Hutchison
“I believe in reducing my carbon footprint in every way possible. On a professional level, I am a LEED certified architect
where LEED stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. Also, I am midway through a master’s degree
in urban planning. Environmental conservation by design is my natural areas of interest. Being a practising architect
has provided me with extensive experience in project management,” said Hutchison.
“I am running for mayor because I want to bring common sense and common decency to our local government. We
live in a unique casual setting and have more financial resources than many. However, we also face concrete
challenges and I know we can do better with our assets. This election should not be about empty promises but rather
about the real issues and how we address them,” Hutchison added.
Helen Kurgansky
“We can and we must change the way we do things in our small town of Hudson one small step at a time. We have
fragile wetlands and a tree canopy that is under threat. We have wildlife whose very existence is being threatened. We
must ensure that we protect and preserve this immeasurable and irreplaceable wealth that surrounds all of us,” said
Kurgansky.
“Step one in making this happen is we must have a true conservation plan that will guide us to where and how
development will occur in our territory. Of course there will be development but we need a clear plan moving forward
and it must be development that is controlled, that’s thought out and sustainable. Development that is in harmony with
our invaluable and irreplaceable natural resources,” Kurgnasky added.
Jamie Nicholls
“Municipalities have limited capacity to deal with the risks of climate change. For a small town like ours, one that is
rehabilitating from the past, this is even more true. We need to keep our eyes on the prize and work together going
forward because we can’t be continually looking backward to see what was done and what wasn’t done. We have to
work in the now with fairness and pragmatism,” said Nicholls.
He also touted the city’s asset management plan and six pillar conservation program as the way to move forward
when it comes to protecting the town’s natural resources.
“These are the key elements to tackling the risks and hazards we face as a small town in light of climate change. We’re
ready as a town now to start taking bold leaps starting with an interim control measures by-law for Sandy Beach,”
Nicholls added.
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With limited seating due to pandemic guidelines, many viewers watched the debate online.

Attendee reaction
All three candidates’ responses to the moderator’s questions were well received by the audience who later had a
chance to ask their own questions after the debate portion ended.
The questions ranged from, ‘Why did it take the town five months to learn that the provincial environment ministry had
decided to not allow the development of Sandy Beach to proceed?’ to whether the town would support modifying the
zoning by-law to prohibit the back filling of wet lands and to severely restrict tree cutting in the wooded areas
identified in Plan 9 of the town’s urban plan by law as is was done in Saint-Lazare.
To view the debate online, consult fb.me/e/20NmuG1HZ

